Origin and Inspiration for Book 1
Insignitis Destiny


Insignitis Destiny is available on Amazon and Kindle Unlimited. Further information can be found under the menu tabs of my website. The website address is: leighann-anderson.com

The Beginning of My Journey

There are many factors that involve my writing journey, but the main factor is my sheer determination to succeed whenever a challenge occurs. Quite a few challenges occurred in my childhood for a gamut of reasons. Some good, and some bad.
Sadly, during high school prejudice existed, so my schoolwork for certain classes suffered. But I am quite stubborn. So, I used my pocket money to buy textbooks on English, Spelling, and Creative Writing. Over time, I taught myself structure, grammar, and my spelling improved. However, when I attended university, my ability to write improved further, for structure, grammar, and spelling are embedded in anything one writes, especially essays. 
Ever since I was able to read, I had quite a collection of books. However, most of them were fantasy and mythology books from across the world. I found mythology to be a welcome escape, for bullying was thrive in my childhood.  
When I was 13, I started writing fantasy stories, even if they were badly written. But due to my determination, my writing went from absolutely dreadful to something others liked reading. However, I still suffer from imposter syndrome, like most writers. 
When I was packing everything for the move to another flat, I found floppy disks in an old shoebox at the back of the cupboard. The floppy disks (I’m showing my age now!) are very out-dated now! Luckily the local library still had a disk drive. I downloaded everything onto a USB.
Once home, I decided to have a look at the files, and there were so many stories. But only one caught my eye, and it was Insignitis Destiny. So I read it, and the moment I started reading, I just cringed! It had no structure, barely any grammar, and the spelling was atrocious. However, the story concept was fine. 
At the time I was pregnant with my daughter. I was exhausted most of the time regardless of insomnia, so my neurologist recommended I do very little, and spend time in bed or on the sofa. Exhaustion increases the risk of seizures. Now, I can’t handle boredom very well, and don’t like being unproductive. So I decided to rewrite Insignitis Destiny.
After seven rewrites, I hired a developmental editor using Reedsy. Once I received the editorial letter and the manuscript with their notes, I rewrote it again. I only kept about 1% of the manuscript.

Creating “Saphira”


The protagonist Saphira (MFC: Main Female Character) is a character who has many flaws due to suffering bullying, and ends up isolating herself and finds escape in books. She is basically myself, but I added the ability of magic. However, I made Saphira fear it for those around her unknowingly feel the magic, and they react in negative ways, and some cause her harm. 
However, I also made Saphira struggle with knowing she had the ability because she truly doesn’t know what she is. Like many children, they only find themselves years later. Acceptance is something Saphira doesn’t understand because no-one accepts her. This is something a lot of children, and even adults, struggle with. But when Saphira finds those who accept her, she still finds herself in disbelief and confusion. Over time, she knows she must overcome these flaws, regardless how difficult they are.

Creating the Setting

I am Scottish, but I also have Irish roots via my mother’s side. So I decided to set Insignitis Destiny in the Republic of Ireland. I did this as a way to dedicate it to my grandmother. The locations I use are Cork, Killarnery, Glengariff Woods, and Lough Leane.
However, I also created a mythical world named Síscéal. This world is set in the 14-15th century, and extensive. As a result, I created a glossary that is included in the novel as part of the back matter. It includes demographics, settlements, landscapes, races and so on. Creating this world took time, and a lot of patience. 
Creating Síscéal was a lengthly process, but is inspired by my love for the Cairngorms Mountain range in Scotland. I know the area well due to studying it during my Enviromental Sciences degree. I still find it breathtaking and fantastical. It feels magical, and the area’s ability to create its own weather has a mystical feeling. One moment it can be completely clear skies, then at another a fog appears, which seems, and feels, to come out of nowhere. This inspired Síscéal.

The Story  

Growing up I found love for the mythologies of the world. My collection has grown since then. However, I have a love for Scottish/Irish mythology, Greek mythology, Native American mythology, and Norse mythology. But I had to choose one. It may be biased, but I chose Celtic to base Insignitis Destiny on. But I like to use well-known, less-known, as well as my own, myths and legends. I use my collection of mythology books as reference material. Well, that is my excuse whenever I buy more!
I decided to create a destiny for my protagonist, but put multiple obstacles onto the road she finds herself, very reluctantly, walking. Each obstacle creates forks in the road. These obstacles don’t all involve the antagonist - Petra, neither. But this destiny is thrust upon her regardless of her not knowing anything about her magic, or the world she should have grown up in – Síscéal. 
This destiny was in the original manuscript I wrote as a young teen. But like I stated, that entire manuscript was badly written. As I read the original, I chose which parts or ideas I found worthy to use. Regardless of the complete mess, I found quite a few things I found compelling and interesting.
I took those parts I found in the original, and used them to create a simple draft. This draft was then extended until I found a draft worthy to send to a developmental editor. Afterward, I rewrote it, but still following the road I wanted my characters to follow. 
The roads they follow may have different forks in it, but I knew, in the end, that road would only go in one direction. The eventual road wasn’t entirely planned. I knew I wanted the protagonist and anatagionist to reach the same end of the road. But how they got there wasn’t planned at all. There are quite a few scenes in the novel that I didn’t see coming, and I was writing it! 
As for the other characters, they were mostly pre-determined. But one wasn’t, and that character became the one who challenges Saphira in ways that make her face fears she would rather avoid like the plague. Most are emotional challenges, but a few involve physical challenges involving magic. 
I try not to be “too nice” or “too horrible” to my characters, but that is a challenge. Both have a thin line and a balance that is easily broken and tipped over. I think I have learned how to balance both without tipping the scales too much. 
  

Finding Beta & ARC Readers

After finishing the manuscript, I went in search of beta readers. Beta readers are sort of like editors, but also look for flaws in the story they believe derail the story, or make no sense. A couple noticed a flaw involving the antagonist. She wasn’t “evil” and “cold-hearted” enough. So, I resolved that fairly quickly, and those who read Insignitis Destiny notice how evil, cold-hearted, and frankly, incredibly dark Petra is. 
However, ARC readers are slightly different. ARC stands for Advanced Reader Copy. I created a Google form before looking for ARC readers. Regardless if they are Beta or ARC readers, being careful about who you choose is important. You can either search online for those who do it for free. Or use a paid service. I chose the first. Luckily, I found a few willing to read it. But when it came to ARC readers, I used TikTok and Facebook to find them. 
But things were going to take a turn I never expected. I am part of Booktok on the social media platform named TikTok. I have found so many readers, writers, and authors on there. But one, who has become a friend, surprised me by starting a Buddy Read Bonanza of my book! It is now available on the app named Fable. The ratings I have received due to this took me by sheer surprise. They range from 4 stars to 5 stars! To this day, I remain shocked and incredibly grateful. This helped reduce my imposter syndrome. But it always returns whenever I get another rating, or start another novel.

The Front Cover

After completing the final draft, I used Reedsy, which is service that provides many different services involving writing. I wrote a brief, which was required, before looking for cover designers. After getting 7 quotes, some which were very expensive, and even more expensive in British currency. Out of the 7 quotes, I chose Joshua Griffin – his website is www.joshuagriffinart.com. His artwork is incredible so please have a peek!
Joshua read the brief and sent a message via Reedsy. After the first, we began a collaboration. He asked for a more detailed description of the protagonist Saphira. After reading it, he began simple sketches. All which he sent for me to view. I noticed how much the character reflected what I imagined Saphira to look like. However, Joshua included the cat named Beryl. Joshua told me he couldn’t help himself – he wanted to draw her, and I’m glad he did. After a few months, Joshua finalised everything included in the package I chose. What Joshua created is something that, frankly, reflects everything I saw in my head. Readers have stated the front cover suits what is in the novel.
Regardless of how expensive hiring professionals can be, I truly do not regret it. I know I could never produce something like Joshua has. I am hoping to hire him for following books in the Insignitis series.

Conclusion


Writing Insignitis Destiny may have began a complete mess. But through years of reading textbooks in order to improve, I have turned a failure into something I am proud of, and found worthy of publication.
I am currently working on book two of the Insignitis series. I know it will be longer than book one, which is 49 chapters. Presently, I am estimating 60 to 70 chapters, and I have written 45. Using these numbers, I have written 75, or 64% of the first draft. I am hoping book two is as well received as book one has been. All of my finger and toes are crossed!
Before I truly conclude this origin story, I will mention that I am planning on writing, at least, four novels for the Insignitis series. However, I am currently adding short stories for a mythology book connected to the series whenever a story pops into my head.
Thank you for taking the time to read this. Happy reading and writing, everyone!

Miss Leighann Anderson


